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Wranslation

JOBAR, by the grace of God HKing of England, Lond of Ineland, Duke of Nounandy and
Uquitaine, and Count of Unjou, te his arwchlisheps, bisheps, abbots, earls, barons, justices,
farestens, sheriffs, stewards, sewants, and to all his officials and loyal subijects, Gueeting.
KNOW THAT BEFORE GOD, fox the fealth of cur scul and these of cur ancestors and feirs, ta
the fionour of Gad, the exaltation of the fialy Church, and the better crdering of eur kingdom, at the
advice of our veverend fatherns Stephen, archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and
cardinal of the foly Reman Chuwich, Henvy archbisbop of Dublin, William bishop ef London,
”anduﬂﬁou&deacanandmem&e)taltﬁepapaﬁﬂmweﬂdd 33wtfwt(lymwcmaotmaﬁtﬁe
knighthood of the Temple in England, William Marshal eald of Pembroke, William earl of
Salisbury, William earl of Waren, William earl of wundel, Wlan de Galloway constabile of
Scotland, Warin Fitz Gerald, Peter Fitz Fenbient, Hubient de Burgh seneschal of Poiteu, Hugh de
Neville, Matthew Fitz Ferbent, Thomas RBasset, Wan Basset, Philip Daubeny, Robext de
Reppeley, Jobin Marshal, John Fitz Hugh, and otfier bLoyal subijects:

(1) FIRST, THAT WE HAVE GRANTED TO GOD, and by this present charter have confivmed
for us and eur feirs in pevpetuity, that the English Chuch shall be free, and shall have its ights
undiministed, and its lbesties unimpaired. Jhat we wish this se to be ebsewed, appears from the
fact that of cur ewn free will, before the cutbireak of the present dispute between us and our
barons, we granted and confivmed by chaster the freedam of the Church's elections - a wight
echaned to be of the greatest necessity and impetance to it - and caused this to be cenfivmed by
Pape Jnnocent JIJ. This freedom we shall ebsewe eurselves, and desive to be cbisewved in good

TO ALL FREE MEN OF OUR KINGDOM we have alse granted, for us and cur heirs forever,
all the libenties written out below, to have and to feep for them and their feins, of us and cur feins:
(2) It any eard, baron, o otfier pexsen that holds lands divectly of the Crown, for military
sewice, shall die, and at his death his heir shall be of full age and cwe a 'welief’, the feir shall
have his infieritance an payment of the ancient scale of wlief'. That is te say, the heir on feiws of
an earl shall pay £100 for the entive earl's bareny, the feir on heins of a knight 100s. Ut most for
the entive fnight's 'fee’, and any man that cwes less shall pay less, in accordance with the ancient
wsage of 'fees’

(3) But if the beir ef such a persan is under age and a ward, when fe cames of age fe shall have
his inferitance without "welief’ ex fine.

(4) The guardian of the land of an heir whe is under age shall take from it enly reasonalile
sevenues, customary dues, and feudal sewvices. Fe shall de this without destuwction ox damage to
men o1 propedy. Jf we have given the guardianship of the land te a sherdff, e to any persen
answerabile to us for the wevenues, and fe cemmits destwction o damage, we will exact
campensation fram him, and the land shall be entuusted te two wonthy and prudent men of the
same 'fee’, whe shall be answerabile to ws for the revenues, on te the persen te whom we have



assigned them. Jf we have given o1 seld te anyene the guardianship of such land, and fhe causes
destwiction ex damage, fie shall lose the guardianship of it, and it shall be handed cver te two
wanthy and prudent men of the same 'fee’, who shall be similarly answerabile te ws.

(5) For se leng as a guardian has guardianship ef such land, fie shall maintain the houses,
parks, fish presewes, ponds, mills, and evewything else pextaining te it, from the revenues of the
land itself. When the feir comes of age, fe shall restore the whele land to him, stocked with
plough teams and such implements of busbandwy as the seasen demands and the vevenues from
(6) Feirs may be given in maviiage, but not to semeone of lower sacial standing. Before a
mawiiage tafes place, it shall be made fnown to the feir's neat-of-kin.

(7) Ut ke bustand's death, a widew may have fier maviiage postion and infienitance at ence and
without treubile. She shall pay nothing for her dewer, marviiage partion, ox any infievitance that she
and fier fustband held jointly on the day of his death. She may remain in fier husband's house for
forty days after his death, and within this petiod fer dower shall be assigned to fex.

(8) Ne widew shall be compelled to mavy, se bang as she wishes to remain without a husband.
But she must give security that she will not mavy without weyal censent, if she folds fex bands of
the Crawn, or without the consent of whatever ather bond she may ficld them of.

(9) Neither we nor cur officials will seize any land ox went in payment of a debt, sa long as the
debtor has movabile geads sufficient te discharge the debt. (U debitar's suneties shall not be
distrained upon s long as the deliten himself can discharge his debt. I, for lack of means, the
debitor is unable te discharge his debt, his sureties shall be answerabile for it. TE they so desire,
they may have the debiter's lands and wents until they have received satisfaction for the debt that
they paid for him, unless the debitar can show that fie fas settled his cbligations to them.

*(10) Jf anyone whe has boviowed a sum of money from Jews dies before the debit fas leen
wepaid, his feir shall pay ne interest on the debt for sa bong as fie remains under age, ivespective
of whem fee falds his bands. Tf such a debit falls into the fhands of the Crown, it will take nothing
except the principal sum specified in the bend.

* (11) I3 a man dies cwing money to Jews, his wife may have fher dewer and pay nething
tawards the debit from it. If he leaves children that are under age, their needs may alsc be
pravided for an a scale appropriate te the size of his helding of lands. The debt is to be paid cut
of the nesidue, nesewing the sewvice due to his feudal londs. Debits awed te pensens otfien than Jews
are to be dealt with similaly.

*(12) Ne 'scutage’ or 'aid’ may be levied in cur kingdem without its general censent, unless it is
for the nansem of eur persen, to make cur eldest son a fnight, and (ence) to mavwy cur eldest
daughter. Fon these purpases enly a reasenabile 'aid’ may be levied. 'Uids’ from the city of London
axe te be treated similarly.

+ (13) Jhe city of Lendon shall enjoy all its ancient liliesties and free custams, bath by land and
by water. We alse will and grant that all cther cities, bonaughs, tawns, and poxts shall enjoy all



* (14) Je cbtain the genenal consent of the realm for the assessment of an 'aid’ - except in the
thuee cases specified above - o a 'scutage’, we will cawse the axwchbishops, bishops, abbats, earls,
and greater barans te be summoned individually by letter. To these who hoald lands divectly of us
we will cause a general summons to be issued, thuough the sheriffs and other officials, to came
tagethier en a fixed day (of which at least forty days netice shall be given) and at a fixed place.
JIn all lettens ef summaons, the cause of the summons will be stated. When a summans has been
issued, the business appainted for the day shall go fouvard in accordance with the wesclution of
thase present, even if not all these wha were summaoned have appeared.

*(15) In future we will allow no ene te levy an 'aid’ from his free men, except to nansem fis
pewsen, ta make his eldest san a Rnight, and (ence) te mavwy his eldest daughter. For these
purpases enly a veasenabile 'aid’ may be levied.

(16) Ne man shall be forced to perfoun more sewice for a knight's 'fee’, e ather free holding of
land, than is due from it.

(17) Ondinary lawsuits shall not fellow the rweyal coundt around, but shall be held in a fixed
place.

(18) Inquests of rnavel disseisin, mort d ancestar, and davrein presentmert shall be tafen only in
thein proper county count. We awselues, an in cur abisence abwoad our chief justice, will send twe
justices to each county four times a year, and these justices, with four knights of the county elected
by the county itself, shall held the assizes in the county cout, en the day and in the place where
the caunt meets.

(19) It any assizes cannct be taken en the day of the county court, as many Fnights and
freeholdens shall aftewvards remain behind, of those whe have attended the ceunt, as will suffice
for the administration of justice, having regard te the volume of business to be dene?

(20) $or a tivial offence, a free man shall be fined enly in propostion te the degree of his
offence, and for a setious effence covespendingly, but not se heavily as te deprive him of his
livelificod. Jn the same way, a mewchant shall be spared his mewchandise, and a villain the
implements of his busbandwy, if they fall upon the mewcy of a rwoyal cowt. Nene of these fines
shall be impased except by the assessment on cath of weputalile men of the neighborficad.

(21) Eanls and barens shall be fined anly by their equals, and in proportion to the gravity of theit
offence.

(22) U fine imposed upan the lay property of a clenk in haly ondens shall be assessed upon the
same puinciples, without weference to the value of his ecclesiastical benefice.

(23) Nea town or pewsan shall be forced to build bridges aver niverns except those with an ancient
clligation to de se.

(24) Ne steniff, constabile, caranens, on ather nayal officials axe to hald lawsuits that should be
*(25) Evewy county, undied, wapentake, and riding shall remain at its ancient went, without
increase, except the woyal demesne manoxs.

(26) Jf at the death of a man who holds a lay 'fee’ ef the Crown, a shedff o woyal official
praduces woyal letters patent of summens for a debit due to the Crown, it shall be lawful for them



te seize and list mevable goods found in the bay 'fee’ of the dead man to the value of the debt, as
assessed by wothy men. Nothing shall be wemoved until the whole debt is paid, when the residue
shall be given auver te the executors to cavuy cut the dead man’s will. Jf ne debt is due to the
Crown, all the movalile goods shall be negarded as the propenty of the dead man, except the
* (27) It a free man dies intestate, his movable geads axe to be distribiuted by his next-of-fin and
friends, under the supewision of the Chuwich. Jhe nights of his debitens axe te be presewed.

(28) Ne constabile ox other nayal official shall tafe conn o otfier mevabile goods from any man
without immediate payment, unless the seller valuntarily offers postponement of this.

(29) Nea constabile may compel a knight to pay maeney for castle-quard if the fnight is willing te
undentake the guard in pexson o with seascnalile excuse to supply some othier fit man to de it.
Rnight tafen ox sent on militany sewvice shall be excused from castle-guand for the period of this
sewwice.

(30) Ne shenibf, weyal official, ox ather persen shall tafe fiarnses ox cants for transpext from any
free man, without his censent.

(31) Neither we nor any reyal official will tafe wood for cur castle, ox for any other purpase,
(32) We will nat feep the bands of pecple convicted of felony in cur hand for lenger than a year
and a day, after which they shall be seturned te the lornds of the 'fees’ cancerned.
(33) QU fish-weins shall be vemaoved from the Thames, the Medway, and thuoughout the whaole of
England, except on the sea coast.

(34) The wit called precipe shall not in future be issued to anyone in nespect of any holding of
land, if a free man could thereby be deprived of the ight of trial in his cwn lord’s court.

(35) There shall be standard measures ef wine, ale, and cown (the London quarter), throughout
the kingdom. There shall alse be a standard width of dyed cloth, wusset, and habievject, namely
twe ells within the selvedges. Weights axe te be standardized similarly.

(36) Jn future nathing shall be paid or accepted for the issue of a wit of inquisition of life ax
limbs. Jt shall be given gratis, and not wefused.

(37) I a man hclds land of the Crown by 'fee-farm’, 'socage’, ox 'turgage’, and alse folds land
of sameane else for fnight's sewvice, we will not have quardianship of his heir, nox of the band that
belongs to the other pewson's 'fee’, by vintue of the 'fee-faum’, 'sacage’, or 'burgage’, unless the 'fee-
farm' awes Rnight's sewice. We will net have the guardianship of a man's feir, ox of land that fe
fields of semeane else, by weason of any small property that fie may fold of the Crown for a
sewice of Rnives, avows, ox the lifke.

(38) In future ne official shall place a man en tdal upen his cwn unsupported statement,
without preducing credilile witnesses to the tuth of it.

+ (39) Ne free man shall be seized o imprisened, ox stripped of his 1ights or passessions, ar
cutlawed on exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we proceed with force



against fim, ox send others to de se, except by the lawful judgment of his equals ex by the baw of
the land.

+ (40) Ja no ene will we sell, ta no ene deny o delay 1ight ex justice.

(41) AU meschants may enter ox leave England unfiavmed and witheut fear, and may stay ox
travel within it, by land or water, for purpeses of trade, free from all illegal exactions, in
accondance with ancient and lawful customs. This, however, does not apply in time of war to
mexchants from a countwy that is at war with ws. Uny such mewchants found in cur country at the
cutbreak of war shall be detained without injury to their pensons e propedty, until we ox eur chief
justice fave discovered fiow eur awn mewchants are being treated in the country at war with us. Jf
cur awn mexchants are safe they shall be safe toco.

*(42) In futwre it shall be bawful for any man to leave and weturn te cur ingdom unhavmed
and witheut fear, by land ex water, presewing his allegiance to us, except in time of war, for same
shoxt pediad, for the commaon benefit of the wealm. Pecple that have been imprisened or cutlawed in
accordance with the law of the land, peeple from a country that is at war with us, and mewchants
- whe shall be dealt with as stated above - are excepted from this provisien.

(43) It a man holds lands of any 'escheat’ such as the 'fhoenot’ of Wallingferd, Nettingham,
Baulegne, Lancaster, ox of ather 'escheats’ in cur hand that are baronies, at his death his heir
shall give us anly the welief’ and sewice that fie weuld have made to the baron, had the bareny
been in the baron's hand. We will fold the ‘escheat’ in the same manner as the baron field it.

(#4) Pecple whe live cutside the forest need naot in future appear before the woyal justices of the
forest in answer te genenal summeonses, unless they are actually invelved in proceedings ex are
sureties for sameane who fas been seized for a forest affence.

* (45) We will appeint as justices, constables, sheriffs, on ather afficials, anly men that fnew the
(46) WU barens whe have founded ablbieys, and have charters of English kings ex ancient tenuwre
as evidence of this, may have guardianship of them when thete is ne abibiat, as is their due.

(47 ) QU forests that have been created in cur reign shall at ence be disafforested. River-banks
that fuave been enclosed in cur neign shall be treated similarly.

*(48) WU evil customs welating to forests and waviens, forestens, wariness, sheriffs and their
sewvants, ax viver-banks and thein wardens, are at once to be investigated in evewy county by twelve
sworn knights of the county, and within foty days of their enquiny the evil custems axe te be
abiolished cempletely and ivevocalily. But we, o cur chief justice if we are not in England, are
firnst to be informed.

*(49) We will at ence return all hostages and charters delivered up to us by Englishmen as
security for peace ox for loyal sewvice.

* (50) We will wemaove campletely from thein effices the finsmen of Gevand de (thée, and in
future they shall hold ne effices in England. The peaple in question are Engelard de Cigagné,
Peter, Quy, and Undrew de Chanceaux, Guy de Cigagné, Geaffrey de Matigny and his brothers,
Philip Maxrc and his brathers, with Geaffrey his nephew, and all their followers.



* (51) Us sacn as peace is restored, we will remaove from the kingdem all the foreign Rnights,
bowmen, their attendants, and the mexcenaries that have come to it, to its haum, with herses and
aums.

*(52) Ja any man whem we have deprived ar dispassessed of lands, castles, liliesties, ox 1ights,
without the lawful judgment of his equals, we will at ence estone these. In cases of dispute the
matter shall be reselued by the judgment of the twenty-five barens wefewvied te below in the clause
for securing the peace. In cases, however, where a man was deprived o dispossessed ef something
Richard, and it wemains in cur hands ox is feld by others under cur wavanty, we shall have
wespite for the petiod commoenly allowed to Cursaders, unless a lawsuit had been begun, cx an
enquiry had been made at cur ernder, before we took the Cross as a Cusader. On eur weturn from
the Cuusade, or if we abanden it, we will at ence wender justice in full.

* (53) We shall have similar espite in wendering justice in connexion with forests that are to be
disaffenested, o te nemain forests, when these wene finst afforested by cur father Fenwy arx cur
brother Richard; with the guardianship of lands in ancther person's 'fee’, when we have hitherte
had this by vivue of a 'fee’ feld of us for fnight's sewice by a thivd paty; and with ablieys
founded in ancthier persan’s "fee’, in which the lord of the 'fee’ claims te awn a 1ight. On cur seturn
fram the Cuvsade, ar if we abanden it, we will at ence do full justice to cemplaints about these
matters.

(54) Ne ane shall be avested ar imprisened en the appeal of a woman for the death of any
pewsan except fier ustiand.

*(55) Ul fines that have been given te us unjustly and against the baw of the land, and all fines
that we fave exacted unjustly, shall be entively wemitted or the matter decided by a majority
judgment of the twenty-five barens wefevied to below in the clause for secuting the peace togethier
with Stephen, axchlbishop of Canterbuny, if he can be present, and such others as fe wishes to bring
with him. Jf the archbishop cannat be present, proceedings shall centinue without him, provided
that if any of the twenty-five barens has been involved in a similar suit himself, his judgment
shall be set aside, and somecne else chosen and swoxn in his place, as a subistitute fox the single
accasion, by the west of the twenty-five.

(56) It we have deprived or dispassessed any Welshmen of lands, liberties, ax anything else in
England ox in Wales, without the lawful judgment of theix equals, these are at ance te be neturned
to them. ( dispute on this point shall be detexmined in the Maxches by the judgment of equals.
English baw shall apply to holdings of land in England, Welsh baw to these in Wales, and the
law of the Maxnches to those in the Maxches. The Welsh shall treat us and owrs in the same way.
* (57) Jn cases where a Welshman was deprived ex dispassessed ¢f anything, without the
lawful judgment of his equals, by cur father HKing Henwy or eur brother King Richard, and it
wemains in cur hands ex is held by others under cur wanianty, we shall have wespite for the petiod
commonly allowed to Cursaders, unless a lawsuit had been begun, on an enquivy had been made
at cur euder, before we took the Cross as a Cuwsader. But en cur weturn from the Cuvsade, on if we
abandoen it, we will at ence do full justice accending te the baws of Wales and the said regions.



* (58 ) We will at ence neturn the son of Llywelyn, all Welsh hastages, and the charters delivered
te ws as security fox the peace.

*(59) With regard te the return of the sistens and hostages ef Wlexander, king of Scotland, his
likenties and his nights, we will treat him in the same way as cur other barens of England, unless
it appears from the chanters that we fold fram his father William, formedy king of Scetland,
that fie should be treated otheunise. This matter shall be nesalued by the judgment of his equals in
cuwr courd.

(60) AU these custems and libenties that we have granted shall be absewed in cur Ringdom in se
far as cencewns eur awn relations with cur subjects. Let all men of cur kingdem, whether clergy ox
laymen, abisewe them similarly in theix relations with their cuwn men.

(61) SINCE WE HAVE GRANTED ALL THESE THINGS for God, for the better ordering of cur
kingdem, and te allay the discord that has arisen between us and cur barens, and since we desire
that they shall be enjoyed in their entivety, with lasting stiength, forever, we give and grant to. the
barens the following security:

The barons shall elect twenty-five of their number to Reep, and cawse to be clisewed with all theit
might, the peace and libiexties granted and confivmed te them by this chaxter.

It we, aur chief justice, cur efficials, ox any of cur sewants effend in any wespect against any
man, ox transgress any of the axticles of the peace on of this secunity, and the effence is made
frnown to four of the said twenty-five barans, they shall came to us - ex in cur absence fram the
Ringdem to the chief justice - ta declare it and claim immediate wedress. If we, ox in cur abisence
offence was declared to us ox te him, the four barens shall wefer the matter to the west of the
twenty-five barens, whe may distrain upen and assail us in every way pessibile, with the suppont
of the whale community of the land, by seizing eur castles, bands, pessessions, ax anything else
saving enly eur awn pewson and those of the queen and our children, until they have secured such
wedness as they have detevmined upon. Faving secured the nedress, they may then resume their
nowmal ebedience te ws.

Uny man whe so desives may take an cath te cbey the commands of the twenty-five barons fox the
achievement of these ends, and to jein with them in assailing ws to the utmost of his power. We give
public and free peumission te take this cath to any man whe se desites, and at ne time will we
prehibits any man from taking it. Jndeed, we will compel any ef cur subjects whe are unwilling
to take it te swear it at our command.

Jf ane of the twenty-five barens dies ex leaves the country, ex is prevented in any otfier way frem
discharging his duties, the nest of them shall choose ancther baren in his place, at their discretion,
whe shall be duly sworn in as they wete.

JIn the event of disagreement among the twenty-five barons en any matter refevied to them for
decision, the verdict of the majoxity present shall have the same validity as a unanimows verdict of
the whale twenty-five, whether these were all present ex some ef those summened were unwilling ox
unalile to appear.



The twenty-five barons shall swear ta cbiey all the abicve axticles faithfully, and shall cause them
ta be alieyed by athiers to the best of their power.

We will not seek to procure from anyone, either by cur cwn efforts ox these of a thind party,
anything by which any part of these concessions on libenties might be nevefed er diminished.
Stould such a thing be procured, it shall be null and void and we will at ne time make wse of it,
either aurselues on thnough a thind pasty.

*(62) We have remitted and pardened fully to all men any ill-will, hut, ex gudges that have
anisen between ws and eur subjects, whether clergy ox laymen, since the beginning of the dispute.
We have in addition emitted fully, and for cur cwn past have alse pardened, te all clergy and
laymen any effences committed as a wesult of the said dispute between Easter in the sixteenth year
of our neign (i.e. 1215 ) and the nestoration of peace.

Jn addition we have caused lettens patent ta be made for the barons, bearing witness to this
security and to the concessions set aut above, aver the seals of Stephien anchbishop ef Canterbury,
Fenny anchbishop of Dublin, the other bishops named above, and Master Pandulf.

(63) IT IS ACCORDINGLY OUR WISH AND COMMAND that the English Chuwich shall be free, and that
men in our Ringdem shall have and feep all these libesties, nights, and cencessions, well and
peaceabily in their fullness and entirety for them and their feins, of us and cur feins, in all things
and all places for ever.

Bath we and the barens have sworn that all this shall be clsewed in good faith and without
deceit. Witness the abiove-mentioned peaple and many otfiens.

Given by our hand in the meadow that is called Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines, en the

Refevence:
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